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St. Francis /A\nghcon Parish
Sanford, North Carolina

We are a young parish, less than two years old. We were created following a
discernment period during Lent, 2015, in which our rector, Fr. Craig Lister, led the
members of St. Thomas Episcopo| Church Jrhrough an examination of the beliefs
and practices of The Episcopal Church (TEC). At that point, many of our
members decided that we could no |onger in good conscience remain under the
authority of TEC and made the painful decision fo leave dear friends and a parish
that held many o|eep|y cherished memories for us all to form a new, Anghcon
porish. Since that time, God has Foi’rhfu”y led us every step of the way and has
blessed us beyond belief. One of our greatest b|essings is being under the spiri’ruo|
authority of a godly bishop, The Right Reverend Steve Breedlove, as a part of the
Diocese of Christ Our Hope, a diocese whose values we Jrhonlﬂ(u“y and

en’rhusias’rico”y share.

OUR VALUES
The fo”owing are statements of conviction, faith, and commitment that shope and form the peop|e and

churches of our diocese, our local and shared mission, and our locd and shared minis’rry:

GOSPEL Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and enthroned as King. He is renewing al Jrhings. We are
thankful fo see him working in us and others, Jrro1r1s1corrning institutions, conmunities, nations, even creation

itself. Because of this great Good News, we walk-in hope and expectancy.

SCRIPTURE Holy Scripture is God's \Word, our authority for faith and pracfice. However, simplistic
answers fo the comp|ex prob|ems in our broken world can be a stu mbhng block to those we seek o
serve. Therefore, we read Scripture, theology, history and culture in earnest, praying for robust answers

that convey truth with wisdom and mercy.

HERITAGE We are deep|y roofed in the historic Christian Church, in our Anghcon tradition, and in the
surprising sfory of God's work in us Jrhrough the Anghcon Church of Rwanda. These giﬁs bring us info an
ongoing story filed with miracke, mystery, connection, and b|essing.



FORMATION Gods purpose is to form us info peop|e who ’rhink, fee|, and live d'rFFerenHy because
we folow Christ. We are dedicated to equipping chidren, teens, and adults to be holy and free,
ﬂourishing in ol life’s opportunities and cho"enges. We are espedQ”y committed o o|eve|oping next-

generation leaders for the continuing mission of the Church in every aspect of our culture.

COLLABORATION We are compe"ed to share the b|essings and giﬁs we have been given as
we join JrogeJrher with other Christions in the work of the Gospe|. We are committed fo being hig Hy

relational and collaborative.

HOSPITALITY God hos deeply welcomed us, so we welcome others info our lives and homes.
Sharing lffe fogether is one of God's greatest gffts o His household Generous, gracious hospifclity is

also our co||ing for the sake of those in our community who do not yet share our Christian life and

faith.

COMPASSION Gods love for the poor, the needy, the offlicted, the widow, the orphan, and the
stranger is unmistokable. He cdlls us 1o be the hands, the feet, and the faces of compoassion and
service in this world. We encou rage and foster local efforts of mercy, justice, and compoassion in the

community we serve.

COURAGE In starting new works, we are Wi||ing to toke risks for the Kingclom of God. We strefch
ourselves to consider the possibihﬁes. We pioneer into new ferrifory, Fo"owing the lead of Jesus, who'is

the ulimate Pioneer and Risk-taker for the soke of others.

GRATITUDE Faithfulness in a secular age is often Weoring|y dfficult: In spite of every obstace and
challenge, we thank the Lord for our common vocation as his witnesses and for his countless gifts of

grace that carry us in our everyday lives.

As we enter our third year, we are seeking the man of God's choosing to
become our associate rector with the goo| of becommg our rector when Fr.

Croig Lister retires in the next two to three years.



Borrowing heavi|y from the excellent work The Church of the AposHes in Hope Mills,
NC did in c|ari1(ymg their aspirations regordmg attributes of a po+en’rio| rector, we are

seeking a rector who possesses the fo”owing characteristics:

A preoncher who ensures that the word of God is proc|oimed to the congregation with
faith, c|ori’ry and Ho|y SpiriJr inspiration, fo bring g|ory to God and to live out the
Christion faith daily.

A spiri+uo| leader and role model who possiono+e|y pursues a devotional life grou nded
in the 5crip+u res and prayer and is thus equipped to lead and guide the congregation

toward spiri+uo| transformation.

A discip|eship lcader who views the process of discip|eship as vital to the health of the
congregation and establishes the ministry of discipleship as a foundational activity of

the church.

A p05+oro| caregiver who has a shepherd's heart to see that the flock is cared for;

inc|uo|ing the sick, the shut-in and bereaved.

A WOFSl’ﬂp service deve|oper and leader who looks for and responds to the |eoding of

the Ho|y Spiri’r in all aspects of the WOI’S"]ip service and he|ps with the spiri+uo| grow’rh
of the church.

An advocate of children’s and youfh ministries who exhibits a genuine passion for the
youth of the parish and is dedicated to fostering an effective youth program that joins
with the parents of our porish in raising young men and women who com(idenﬂy

confirm and live out their faith in Jesus Christ.

As a church, we continue to seek the Holy Spirit's direction for our future and so we
look for a rector to lead us in proyer—bosed decision moking in that and all aspects of
our life Jroge’rher. We are |ooking for someone who can he|p us carry the Gospe| fo
the unchurched in our community. We would like someone who could help us
incorporate the best elements of contemporary and traditional music in our Worship.
We desire to foster deepening relationships within the Body by gathering reqularly
outside of Sundays for Bible study and fellowship. We seek someone who will

continue and errennghen our commitment fo being a prayer driven church.



OUR HISTORY

St. Francis Ang|icon Parish is a prayer driven congregation striving to upho|o| the faith,
morals, discipline and worship of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith.

After years of s’rrugg|ing with ques+ion0b|e spiri’ru0| |eoders|’1ip from The Episcop0|
Church (TEC), Fr. Craig led the congregation at St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
Sanford, Jr|'1roug|'1 a period of discernment where we looked at the Jrecchings of TEC in
|igl’1’r of biblical Jreaching, As a result, in June, 2015, o group of parishioners from St
Thomas Episcopal Church met to explore the possibility of establishing an Anglican

porish to serve the local community.

Ron Hewett led the enthusiastic goJrhering of seventy peop|e. We formed exp|oro+ory
committees and scheduled a follow up meeting for early July, 2015. We rekindled old
friendships and qum|y welcomed newcomers. The response fo the first meetfing was

Jrru|y awesome and St Francis Ang|icon Parish quick|y became a reo|i’ry.

The Parish was incorporated June 25th, 2015. We were off and running, prayerfully
|is’rening to God every step of the way. Through Augus’r, 2015, |oymon Dr. Mor’ry Pate
led us in weeHy evening prayer services. Faces g|oweo| with the sheer joy of being “of
one mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.” Each of our
formation committees offered a name for vestry positions and, ofter one of the evening

services, our vestry was du|y elected by acclamation.

At about the same time, we became aware that Fr. Croig Lister was available to lead
us, hovmg been asked to step down from his role as rector at St. Thomas earlier than
his intended retirement date the end of August. We asked him if he wanted to
participate in our worship services when in town. Our first service with Fr. Croig was
held at the Lion's Club. Though |ocl<ing the beoquy of our former church, this first service
was filled with such joy. If we needed any reminder that the church was not the
bui|ding, but the Body of Christ meeting within it, this first service provided that

reminder!






Since that time, we have been hosted by the gooo| peop|e of Emmanuel Congrego’riono|
Christian Church, who rent us their beautiful facilities. They have welcomed us worm|y

and members of the two congregations often join Jroge’rher in a variety of activitiess.

During October and November, we were
visited |oy and interviewed the bishops of three
Ang|icon dioceses. After proyerfu| Consideroﬁon,
the Vestry unanimously voted to recommend to
our membership that we aoffiliate with the
Diocese of Christ Our Hope and the Anglican
Church of North America. Their
recommendation was occep+eo| unonimous|y at
the first annual meeting of the porish on
January 31, 2016. Our initial vestry of Lew
Andersen, Sue Comstock, Ron Brown, Buddy
Keller, Judith Edmonds, Pam Ker|ey, Linda Pate
and Jean Dabbs signed our application to
affiliate with the Diocese of Christ Our Hope.

Our first Christmas Eve service was attended |oy 187 souls and featured an ou+s’r0no|ing
pageant written and performed by our yoquh.
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Our first Easter service was attended by 15 peop|e.






On June 19, 2016, Bishop Breedlove made his first official visit and installed Fr. Croig as
rector of the poris|’1.
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On July 10, 2016, Gordy Reese and six youth
headed to Camp Booyah in Cedar Grove, NC
for a Week—|ong adventure of Jrrc1r151Cormir1g
Worship, service, small groups, games,
activities and fun. They raised the full camp
registration costs Jrhrough a series of

'FUHCII’C”SQI’S CIHCI generous dOI’]O'HOﬂS ]CI’OI’TW our

loving, supportive St. Francis parishioners.
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Qur first year of operations resulted in gross revenues of $436,443 which included
$149,318 of non-recurring gh(’rs. Averoge Sundoy attendance was 81. God blessed us
beyond belief our first year. We gathered at Buddy and Linda Keller's farm to give

God thanks and praise for His presence with us and His incredible provision for us.

As we opproach the end of our second year, we continue to praise God for the love, grace
and b|essmgs He has so ricHy bestowed on us and to pray that we will Foi’rhfu”y follow His
will for us as individuals and as the Body of Christ serving His beloved children in this

community.

We strive to live into our VISION:

Biblical Truth

Loving Communi’ry

Transformation

Joy!



MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH

PRAYER TEAM

OUR PRAYER VISION

Above dll else, St. Francis’ Anghccm Parish is a congregation possiono+e|y committed to

prayer. From the first o|oy of its existence, this ﬂedghng church Fomi|y inJren’rionoHy imbedded
prayer in its DNA, and our commitment to being prayer-driven is reflected in every aspect of
our church life. As followers of Jesus, we know that we can approach God's throne of grace
with confidence, at ease in requesting God's he||o and also trusting that he will sure|y speok to

us, guiding and directing every step if we ask and listen.

The Eucharistic celebration, the great and o||—encompossmg prayer of the Anghcon Church, is
central to worship at St. Francis, serving fo structure our prayer focus to include adoration,
Jrhonksgiving, repentance and petition on a regu|or basis, keeping us o|woys mindful of the
redemptive death of Jesus. We rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to shape all decisions, as
the vestry, in porJrnership with the rector, exercises spiri’ruo1| |eodershi|o and bases its decisions
on a process of |is+ening to God. The same reliance on the Ho|y Spirit's guidonce is the
hallmark of our |o|orming for all ministries; we seek to pray and listen first, and on|y then
move ahead with decisions. We seek cons’rany fo expond the dep’rh and scope of our prayer

Jrhrough instruction, on-the-job training and practice, and opportunities to receive prayer.

W hile the astou nding b|essings that the Lord has pou red ontfo this new congregation reinforce
our commitment to operate as a proyer—driven church, we wish never to lose sigh’r of the fact
that prayer is the fuel equipping us for mission: moking Jesus and his grace and love

unmis+oko|o|y real, drowing more and more peop|e to salvation.
OUR PRAYER MINISTRIES

As St. Francis was being created, a number of task forces were formed, inc|uding the
Foundational Prayer Team. Our charge was to envelop every member and every aspect of
St. Francis Anghcan Parish in Spiri’r—|ed prayer. Not re|ying on our own wisdom, but |is’rening
to the guidcmce of the Ho|y Spirit, we proyed for our pqrish to be a joyous |o|oce where all
peop|e are welcome and transformed by biblical truth Jrough’r within the confext of a |oving,

Christian community.



Thus far, our activities have included:

e Praying this porish info existencel

o Troimng and es’rob|ishing intercessory prayer teams to pray before church services and
during vestry meetings.

 Training and providing intercessors to pray after services with individuals who request
heo|mg or intercessory prayer.

J Prcying for the rector, vestry and leaders of all ministries and encouraging them to recruit
person<:1| intercessors to give them critical prayer support.

e Creating a prayer bookmark to lead our church family in daily prayers for the creation of
the new porish, and so that, as a porish, we migH be fueled by the power of the Ho|y
Spiri’r to be faithful witnesses to Jesus Christ in Sanford, North Caroling, the United States,
and “to the ends of the earth.” The bookmark is periodically revised to reflect current needs

CIHCJ refresh our prayer ](OCUS.

. Meeﬁng the first and third Mondoys of the month at 7:00 for prayer and training.

Meetings are open to all who are interested!

Additional prayer ministries include:

e St Anne’s Proyer Guild, whose members meet monJrHy and pray doi|y for individuals with

ongoing prayer need:s.

e Online prayer requests for emergency situations.

MEN'S GROUP

The men of St. Francis go’rher monJrHy at the home of Jon and Pam Ker|ey for dinner and
Fe”owship. Should the need arise for them to do what one widow in our host church
described as "men|y Jrhmgs” around the church or for any of our pqrishioners, Jrhey often

make p|0ns to do so over the course of the evening.

A committee is being formed to expomcl the men's ministries this year.



YOUTH MINISTRIES

Our yoquh are being discip|eo| by a
dedicated part-time DRE, Pam Kerley,
who has given up her salary to be
able to serve on the vestry this year; a
part-time paid yoquh coordinator,
Sarah Womack; and excellent Sunday
School teachers, Stuart Smith, Juli
Anne Lawrence and Pam Kerley.

Our Sunday School teachers use a
David C. Cook curriculum called "Bible
in Life, Anglican Edition" with a
supplement called "Lighting the Torch."




Sunday evening youth group programs have included hearing an inspiring story of God's
heohng the dougHer of church members who spent 50 doys in ICU Fo“owing a terrible

wreck;

oJr’rending inspiro’riono| musicals Feo’rurmg you’rh group

members in re’re“ings of familiar stories with a ”spiriJruo| twist:"

o’r’rending and discussing movies such as
"War Room," "God's Not Dead, 2," "Risen,"
"Father of Ligh’rs, ! "Nine’ry Minutes in
Heaven," "lt's Only Cookiie Dough," and
"The Shock;" Woshing cars, moking and
selling "Cookies in a Jar" and sugar scrubs,
and fixing Father's Day breakfast for the
parish to raise money to pay their way to
Camp Booyah and to Christmas shop for
nursing home residents. In all their

activities, the porish has suppor’red them

generous|y, |oving|y and en’rhusiosﬁcqny.



Comp BOOYOI’]

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

The purposes of the women's ministry at St. Francis include fos’rering re|0+ionships and |oui|c|ing
suppor’r among the women of the church; |e0rning, growing and deepening re|o’rionships with

God; encouraging fu n, joy, and |ough’rer; and increasing prayer suppor’r for one another.



We have tried fo corme up with infriguing, unexpeded, fresh, credtive, out-of-the-box adtivities that c|eor|y
communicate care, genHeness, pampering, grace and hospi’roh’ry. Some adlivities have been one fime events;
others are ongoing,. Exomp|es indude goJrhering to discuss a book twice a year, berry picking in season, an
Advent interlude fo provide women some quiet fime with God 1o focus on the meaning of Advent and set
priorifies in the midst of the busyness, trips to the NC History Museum and Lady Bedford's Tea Partor,
Wdrching current movies on 'Tig htwaod Tuescloy" ot the local theater or Wo’rching go|c|en oldies in @
porishioner's media room, gdrhering at porishioners' hornes for "Food, Funand Fe”owship” or ”Love,
Lough’rer and Lodyship” which, on one occasion induded bking a sunset pontoon boat ride that

ended with a brief tru mpet concert and Tops. Of course, whenever we go’rher, food for the body as wel as

the soul plays o major role.




Street Address: 2885 Lee Ave

66\3““&1 Oubﬂ'aq ChriSﬁans united Mailing Address: PO Box 2217

% Sanford, North Carolina 27331-2217
. Outreacl:t! Center aniors or
0

Lee County

Christians United Outreach Center of Lee County
http://www.cuoclc.org/

Headed up by Sue Comstock, Sue focuses on opportunities for us to respond to our local community. Several
in our congregation are volunteers at the facilities.

0 ' Mailing Address: PO Box 2862
/ N . 5 Sanford, North Carolina 27331
( Family Promise e

Building communities, strengthening lives.

Family Promise of Lee County
www.familypromiseofleecounty.org

St. Francis, in partnership with our brothers and sisters at First Presbyterian Church on Hawkins
(http://fpcsanford.org/) participates in this important community mission. Sue Comstock helps coordinate to
feeding and providing overnight minoring of our parishioners.

CHRIST-CENTERED
Trail Life USA (TLUSA) is a Christian Outdoor adventure
program that emphasizes and teaches biblical moral values
and requires all adult members to agree with, sign, and abide
by the Trail Life USA Trinitarian Statement of Faith and the
Statement of Values. The program is unapologetically
Christian. However, the program is designed and intended
to be presented without being “churchy” or “religious,”
focusing on outdoor adventure, character, and leadership
o development. The analogy for this principle has been
TR AIL LI FE US A referred to as “carrot cake.” The carrots in the cake are not in
big and obvious chunks, but are still present throughout the
Adventure » Character » Leadership entire cake, as are the assumptions of a Christian worldview
throughout the entire program. At the same time, the TLUSA
program is not intended to replace or compete with other
youth groups, Bible studies, or church programs, but rather
oy to complement them and give youth an opportunity to
Trail Life USA Tronp NC - 2717 exemplify and demonstrate Christian values in their

www.traillifeusa.com relationships with others.




SANFORD AND LEE COUNTY

Sanford is located near the geogropl’mic center of beautiful North Carolina. We have a Friend|y, small fown

feel and yet are within easy driving distance via great roads of Ro|eigh (c:veroge 4] minutes), Chope| Hil

(46), Durham (45), Ft. Bragg (43), Southern Pines (31), Pinehurst (38), and NC mountains and beaches
(21/2 -31/2 hours).

The popu|oﬁon of the cou nty is opproximo’re|y 60000. RougHy half live in Sanford. Our medion household
incorme is $43,610; average is $57763. Our popu|oﬁon is 654% white, 192% black and 212% Hisponic.

WHO WE ARE

What we hear from visifors-—-many of whom becorme a part of our church Fomi|y——is thot, perhops our
most s’rriking characteristic as o porish is our joy, derived from our love for and devotion to God and one
another. We welcome newcomers with open arms and come together in loving support fo share the

joys, carry the sorrows and meet the needs of our members.

We are primarily an older congregation, which is both our greatest challenge and our greatest asset. We
passiono+e|y want fo share the Good News with next generations, but know we need he||o in reoching
younger families. Most of our members' c|’1i|dren, grondchﬂdren and even gredr—grondchﬂdren live out of
town. At the same fime, many of the young families in our community do not have parents,
grondporerfrs, or greo’r—grondporen’rs in the area. At a fime when there is such a hu nger for connection, for
family, we believe we have a lot fo offer younger families by becoming mentors and loving, “adopted”

extended Fomi|y‘

Due fo the dircumstances of our creation, the eariest members of this church came fo it with a very high
level of commitment, Mony of the most active, dedicated members of our former pqrish formed the heart
of this one, resuH‘ing ina pOI’iSl’] with fremendous energy, solid finandial support and incredible involverment

by al members—whether pi’rching in for a porish dean up doy. .




participating in our Sundoy morning adult Bible s+uo|y. ..

donoﬂng canned goods for our you’rh group's food scavenger hunt fo provide the

mokings of a Thonksgiving meal for the hungry in our communify, .




or hOViﬂg served our cou n’rry as members O]( H’]@ Armed SQI’ViC@S. ..

—

On the Sunday closest o Veteran's Day we recognize and thank all those in our parish who
have served in the mi|i’rc1ry. Being as close as we are to Ft. Brogg, we are honored to count o
number of mi|i’rory families as por’r of our porish Fomi|y. Each Sundoy, we pray by name for

our members of the military that God will protect them as they protfect us

We pray for you as you seek God's next step for your life. We ask your prayers for us as we
seek God's next step for our porish If we are each the answer to the other's prayers, we give
God thanks, praise and g|ory and look forward with great expectation to "all such gooo| works"

as God has prepared for us to walk in together. God's blessing be upon you.



